REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The Office Action dated August 23, 2004 rejected Claims 1-10, 12, and 14-16 of the 
application under 35 U.S.C. 101 as being directed to non-statutory subject matter. In 
response, Claims 1 and 12, and thus the claims dependent thereon, have been amended to 
include statutory subject matter. Claim 16 has been canceled. Therefore, the rejection of 
Claims 1-10, 12, and 14-16 of the application under 35 U.S.C. 101 as being directed to non- 
statutory subject matter has been overcome and should be withdrawn. 

In addition, the Office Action rejected Claims 1-16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,325,632 to Chao et al. In response to this rejection, Counsel 
respectfully points out a prior art reference anticipates a claim of an application where the 
reference illustrates or describes every element of the claim. Thus, with respect to amended 
Claims 1-12, and 14-15 of the application, to anticipate the claims, the Chao et al. reference 
must illustrate or describe, in addition to other claim elements, an automated system for 
cultural ambassador exchange comprising a multiplicity of participants including at least one 
host, cultural diplomats, corresponding mentor/advisors, and students. The Chao reference 
must also disclose a program providing for the exchange of cultural information in addition to 
teaching standard curriculum information, the program being administered and the 
participants managed over a predetermined period, wherein the period includes at least three 
distinct phases: acclimation, teaching, and sharing of the information. But, the Chao et al. 
reference is directed entirely to providing a computer-aided learning environment for two 
types of users: instructors and students. Therefore, the Chao et al. reference discloses neither 
the participants, nor the exchange of cultural information, nor the three distinct phases of the 
claimed invention, and so does not anticipate Claims 1-15. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) is improper and should be withdrawn. 

Furthermore, because the Chao et al. reference is silent as to an automated system for 
cultural ambassador exchange comprising the claimed participants, curriculum, and time 
period, one of ordinary skill would neither be motivated nor find any teaching or suggestion 
to provide such a system after reviewing the Chao et al. reference. Therefore the reference 
does not render the invention of Claims 1-12, and 14-15 obvious to one of ordinary skill under 
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35 U.S.C. 103(a). Consequently, Claims 1-12, and 14-15 of the application are allowable as 
amended herein. 

The Office Action also rejected Claim 7 of the application under 35 U.SC. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for defining the exchange period of an embodiment of the 
invention as "between 'about' 4 months to 'about' 30 months." In response, Counsel points 
out that the Office Action offers no explanation as to why Claim 7 is indefinite, that use of the 
term 'about' does not per se render a claim indefinite, MPEP 2173.05(b)[A], and that the 
Board of Patent Appeals ruled that the term "about" to define an area is clear, but flexible. 
Id, citing Ex Parte Eastwood, 163 USPQ 316 (1968). Thus, the rejection of Claim 7 is 
without basis, improper and should also be withdrawn. 

Therefore, each of the claim rejections set forth in the Office Action has been 
overcome or shown to be improper herein, and Counsel requests allowance of the claims and 
passage of the application to issuance. However, if any issue remains unresolved. Counsel 
welcomes a telephone interview to expedite allowance and issue. 
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